Rev. 11 December 2019


Research Project Proposal
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Applicant’s full names: 
Title of your proposed research project: 


1. Research area

Choose one or more of the Research Areas that best describes your project. If none of the areas is relevant then please select ‘Other’ and describe your research area(s).
	Research area
	Focus (refer to the areas highlighted on the call).

	[image: image2.wmf]Livestock genetics


[image: image3.wmf]Crop improvement and protection
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2. Short summary (abstract) of your research project

· Give the relevant background information, state the problem, identify the solution and why it is novel.

(300 words maximum)


3. Statement of the problem, background & justification

· Describe the agricultural issue that your research will address and its significance in Africa?

· Give current state of knowledge and describe how your research will build upon what has already been done, why is the work is novel?
· Justify why the proposed research should be conducted, and the importance of the science.

(500 words maximum)


4. Research question and hypothesis

· State the research question(s) and give the hypothesis that you are testing with the research. (A research hypothesis is a statement of expectation or prediction that will be tested by the research. The hypothesis should determine and drive the data collection for your study). 
(200 words maximum)


5. Research objectives

· Must define what you want to achieve by your research activities and each objective must flow logically to the next. 

· Give no more than three objectives.

(150 words maximum)

6. Research plan

· Describe how you will accomplish each objective with a justification for the research methods to be used. Explain why each step is important.

· Give details of organisms to be studied with a description of the sampling design and data analysis. 

(1000 words maximum)

7. Biological materials

· Give explicit details of the biological materials (including volumes) that you propose to bring to the BecA-ILRI Hub for your research project.

· Are the materials infectious to plants or animals?

(100 words maximum)


8. Expected outputs of the research

· Expected outputs of a research project are the deliverables from the research- list them
(150 words maximum)


9. 
Tentative project timetable and start date
· List each activity in chronological order and give start and finish weeks (week 1 is the first week of your project at the BecA-ILRI Hub).

· Be realistic about what can be completed in the time frame (fellowship will only support 6 months).
· Please note that BecA-ILRI Hub has the final decision on when you should report/ commence your fellowship

	
	Activity (Example Table)
	Start Week
	Finish week

	1
	160 pearl millet inbred lines culture in greenhouse January 2019
	1
	4

	2
	Sample plants, isolate DNA, Restriction digest, ligation adaptors, pooling and amplification and sequencing February 2019
	1
	4

	3
	Genome‑wide association study (GWAS) March 2019
	1
	4

	6
	Data Analysis April 2019
	1
	4


10. Skills for the proposed research project

	List the research skills you currently possess that you will apply to the proposed research project
	· Examples:

· R, GenStat, Plabstat, BreedingView 

· Practice on  PCR, ED-XRF

· Good command on Microsoft Office tools (Word, Excel and pPowerPoint)



	List the research skills that you would like to gain during the proposed research project at the BecA-ILRI Hub
	· Knowledge required to begin analyzing next generation sequencing data

· Learn the applications and challenges of implementing next generation sequencing (NGS) technologies in plant breeding program


11. Potential impact of your research outputs

· Describe how outputs of your project could lead to direct or longer-term impact to address food and nutritional security, food safety, poverty reduction or livelihoods.

(500 words maximum)


•
What will you do with the outputs of your research project when you return to your home institute?

•
Describe your plan to ensure the outputs will ultimately lead to impact.

12. How does the proposed project link to your own research interests or a program of research at your institute?

(250 words maximum)


13. Describe how the fellowship will benefit your career as a researcher, and how it will build capacity for your research program, department or institution
(250 words maximum)


14. References cited in the proposal

List references that you have cited in support of your proposal. Some of the references should be recent publications, indicating that you are aware of the current research in your research area. List references in alphabetical order. All references listed must be cited in the text

Is the proposed project part of a project that is already ongoing?

[image: image7.wmf]Yes



 CONTROL Forms.OptionButton.1 \s [image: image8.wmf]No


If it is already part of an ongoing project, state the aspect that will be supported through this fellowship with a justification why it should be supported. Who is funding the project?


Please give any other information that you think is relevant to your application but was not captured elsewhere.


The title should be short and descriptive, and clearly describe the main objective of the proposed work. Avoid using acronyms or abbreviations e.g. “Genetic studies on gene action and combining ability for grain Fe and Zn density in West African pearl millet cultivars”
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